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Success stories 
  
Project: Promotion of paludiculture wetlands of the Black Sea region for carbon 
sequestration, sustainable development and community-based renewable energy 

 
Implemented by Environment People Law (Ukraine) with the following partners: NGO Agricola, 

(Ukraine), Cross-border Cooperation and European Integration Agency (Moldova), Caucasus 

Green Area Union (Georgia) 

 

 The main aim of the project was to promote the 

sustainable management of wetland resources as a 

means of reducing carbon emissions, supporting 

sustainable rural development, and generating 

community-based renewable energy in the Black Sea 

region. The field visits and workshops were conducted 

at the Lower Prut Scientific Reserve (Cahul, Moldova), 

Lake Kagul in the lower Danube floodplain (Odessa, 

Ukraine), and Kolkheti National Park (Samegrelo and 

Guria regions, Georgia).  

 

 



 
 

“At all three sites, some economic activities were already 

carried out, including for livestock, the production of 

construction materials, biomass energy, ecotourism, sport 

fishing and sphagnum moss cultivation. A presentation of 

information about such activities among stakeholders 

during the project workshops showed that there were 

opportunities to expand the range of economic activities 

for the benefit of both local businesses while improving 

environmental conditions,” says Professor Oleg Rubel, 

the project manager.  

  

 

The project deduced that of the three areas studied only 

the lower Danube floodplain in Ukraine had significant 

potential for biomass generation for renewable energy 

production. Other sites were more suited to organic 

farming, horticulture and ecotourism. These results 

proved that naturally wet soils are best used when wet, 

not drained, and that drained areas can be refilled in 

order to restore lost ecosystems as a low cost means of 

combatting climate change scenarios. Moreover, the 

project consortium secured funding for a follow-up 

project titled ReedBASE, which will be implemented in 

collaboration with the Michael Succow Foundation and the government of Germany. 

 

Project: Implementation of waste management policies in EaP countries according to 

the Association Agreements 

 
Implemented by National Environmental Center (Moldova) with the following partners: 

International Business and Economic Development Center (Georgia), “Good Deeds” (Ukraine)  

 

This project combines information campaigns targeting citizens with 

policy work identifying the problematic issues in the implementation 

of waste management policies, offering selected stakeholders with 

tailored recommendations and best practices. The knowledge gained in 

one EaP country as a result of the project will be shared with other 

partners. “For example, experiences of working directly with managers of 

apartment buildings or office blocks on waste management issues will be 

disseminated from Ukraine to Moldova and Georgia,” says Ina Coseru, 

the project manager.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

The waste management legislation in Moldova requires further look 

 

Although the new law on waste management was 

adopted with great difficulty in Moldova, the means for 

carrying out environmentally friendly waste incineration 

in the future is still unclear. The procedure is not 

stipulated in the legislation and waste continues to be 

burnt in urban settlements and in the countryside. Only 

the incineration of medical waste is regulated. “A lot of 

waste is produced in Moldova, and if the leftover waste 

after recycling is stored in landfill, we are still talking huge 

volumes,” says Ina Coseru.  There is a need to lobby for improvements to the current legislation on 

waste management regarding the safe incineration of non-recyclable waste.  

 

Besides proposing further amendments to the law, including a 

ban on the use of asbestos, the project promotes dialogue 

between local authorities and the population. The active 

engagement of citizens in local waste management 

infrastructure is necessary, as currently this is practically non-

existent and would be time-consuming to implement. It is also 

important to support businesses and start-up companies that 

will recycle different types of household waste. “The reform of 

existing institutions and processes so that they are 

environmentally friendly is one of the most important 

obligations stemming from the Association Agreement with the EU. Without this reform, any new 

environmental legislation adopted will not be effectively implemented,” concludes Ina Coseru.  
 


